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Introduction: 

We live in a time when people commonly place their own authority over everything else in their lives.  

We decide what we will believe or not believe based on our own experiences and understandings, and 

are not inclined to submit authority of our lives to anyone else.  Likewise, we also often see truth as 

“relative” to a person’s own experiences, understandings and beliefs.  Many have come to believe that 

standing up for one’s own beliefs is somehow being judgmental or intolerant to another’s beliefs.  We 

thus assume an attitude of “live and let live.”  You believe what you believe and I’ll believe what I 

believe because the truth is “relative.”  But the truth is not relative!  There is but one truth and God has 

revealed it in the Scriptures contained in the Bible.  When we read the Bible and think we can decide 

what is worthy to believe and what we can ignore, we place our authority above that of God the author. 

 Science has attacked the Bible, declaring it myth and nothing more than stories written by men 

with their own agenda, attempting to persuade others to believe as they do.  Many today see the Bible as 

good for moral teaching but not as the ultimate authority in their lives.  They see the Bible as only one 

truth and not the truth.  They see other world religions and other religion’s scriptures as equally true.  

This is not the case.  There may be some truth contained in other scriptures but there is only one Bible.  

Few people truly understand the history and the divine nature of the Bible, how God has brought it into 

being and protected it through the centuries.  The Bible continues today to be the all-time best-selling 

book which too few people actually read. 

 The intent of this study will not be to provide a detailed history of how we got the Bible we read 

today even though we will look at a simple history of the Bible.  I have one 339-page book in my library 

that deals only with how we decided which scriptures would be contained in the New Testament.  We 

cannot condense thousands of years of history into a single Bible study but we can look at some of the 

evidence we have regarding the authority of scripture declared by and in the Bible. 

Authority of the Word: 

Jesus declared: “All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth.  Go therefore and make 

disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, 

teaching them to observe all that I commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of 

the age” (Matthew 28:18-20).  In Jesus’ time the Hebrew Scriptures we know as the Old Testament 

were well established and taught in Israel.  These scriptures contain what the Jewish people called the 

“Law” and the “Prophets” along with other writings.  Jesus Himself declared: “Do not think that I came 

to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I did not come to abolish, but to fulfill” (Matthew 5:17).   
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The life and teachings of Jesus is the New Testament do not abolish but clarify God’s Word.  Jesus 

instructed His disciples to teach all that He commanded them, and that all He commanded was 

consistent with what God had previously revealed through the Law and the Prophets.  John’s gospel 

begins, informing us that Jesus is the Word and has been the Word from the beginning.  John writes:  

“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.  He was in the 

beginning with God.  All things came into being by Him, and apart from Him nothing came into 

being that has come into being” (John 1:1-3).  Inspired by the Holy Spirit, Paul teaches the same 

understanding, saying of Jesus, “For by Him all things were created, both in the heavens and on earth, 

visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities—all things have been 

created by Him and for Him.  And He is before all things, and in Him all things hold together.  He is 

also head of the body, the Church; and He is the beginning, the first-born from the dead; so that He 

Himself might come to have first place in everything” (Colossians 1:16-18). 

Is the Bible God’s Word? 

The prophets of the Old Testament often said, “Thus says the Lord” or “Hear the word of the Lord” as a 

prefix to commanding or teaching God’s people.  They clearly intended the people to know that they 

weren’t expressing their own opinion but relaying what God had instructed them to say.  The Bible 

testifies over and over that God speaks directly to those He chooses so that they might inform His people 

of His instructions, warnings and reassurance.  The Scriptures contained in the Bible are not of men but 

of God spoken through men.  As Paul says in 2 Timothy 3:16-17: “All Scripture is inspired by God and 

profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, for training in righteousness; that the man of God 

may be adequate, equipped for every good work.”   

Who wrote the Bible? 

The Bible is not the product of man’s attempt to document stories once heard and subject to error due to 

memory loss or misunderstandings.  The writings are from “witnesses” who knew the truth first hand 

and wrote what God had shown them or spoken to them.  The words were not their own but inspired by 

the Presence of God’s Holy Spirit.  Peter says, “For we did not follow cleverly devised tales when we 

made known to you the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we were eyewitnesses of His 

majesty” (2 Peter 1:16).  Peter goes on to say, “But know this first of all, that no prophecy of Scripture 

is a matter of one’s own interpretation, for no prophecy was ever made by an act of human will, but 

men moved by the Holy Spirit spoke from God” (2 Peter 1:20-21). 
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When was the Bible written? 

The Bible was written over about a 1,500 year time frame but reflects a time period going back to the 

very beginning.  The first five books of the Old Testament, which include Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, 

Numbers and Deuteronomy, are called the Pentateuch (five books) or the Torah (Hebrew for law) or the 

Law.  The first five books contain a history of God’s creation of the world, the history of God’s people, 

their deliverance from Egypt, and the laws that God provided for them to live in a right relationship with 

God.  Some of the events recorded in these books precede the formation of written language and even 

predate mankind; therefore some may question how they could be “witnessed.”  Jewish tradition states 

that Moses wrote these first five books as directed by God Himself.  This is supported by Scripture, for 

in the last of these five books it is written: “And it came about, when Moses finished writing the words 

of this law in a book until they were complete, that Moses commanded the Levites who carried the ark 

of the covenant of the Lord, saying, “Take this book of the law and place it beside the ark of the 

covenant of the Lord your God” (Deuteronomy 31:24-26a).  The time line chart below indicates the 

events, people and period that are included in the first five books of the Bible. 

CREATION, FALL, FLOOD    PATRIARCHS EGYPTIAN SLAVERY            CREATION, FALL, FLOOD    PATRIARCHS EGYPTIAN SLAVERY            

TIME LINETIME LINE

(Pentateuch, “Torah” or Law)(Pentateuch, “Torah” or Law)

WILDERNESSWILDERNESS

Abraham    Isaac    Jacob    Joseph       ExodusAbraham    Isaac    Jacob    Joseph       Exodus

4000 BC 2200 BC 1800 BC             1445 BC4000 BC 2200 BC 1800 BC             1445 BC

(Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers & Deuteronomy)(Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers & Deuteronomy)
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While the Pentateuch is indicated to have been written by Moses during the forty years God’s people 

wondered in the wilderness, or around 1,400 to 1,445 BC, the remainder of the Old Testament was 

written from that time forward.  Most books of the Old Testament provide some evidence of when they 

were written by referencing themselves to kings or kingdoms that existed at the time they depict.  Other 

historical evidence and archeological evidence allow us to date most of these writings although some 

have disputed dates.  Most writings depict events beginning during the life of Moses and ending around 

400 BC.  Some writings may have not been written immediately but passed down generation to 

generation orally until they were finally documented in writing.  This is called “oral tradition” and 

should not be viewed as inaccurate.  While we might pass a message from person to person today and 

see the message distorted from beginning to end, the “oral tradition” of old was a careful telling and 

retelling of the stories of faith, taught word-by-word and passed from one generation to the next.  And 

again, many of these books, and especially those of the prophets, were communicated directly from God 

and recorded by the prophets and/or their scribes.  Be assured that God was involved and a direct 

participant in the telling and recording of scriptures contained in all of the Old Testament.  The time line 

chart below illustrates the period in which the remainder of the Old Testament books were written. 

ISRAEL  ISRAEL  

JUDGES   UK      JUDAH     EXILE   RESTORATION  CANONIZATION  JUDGES   UK      JUDAH     EXILE   RESTORATION  CANONIZATION  

TIME LINETIME LINE

(Historical Books)(Historical Books)

WILDERNESSWILDERNESS

1405 BC            931 BC 586 BC  536 BC 400 BC     200 BC       01405 BC            931 BC 586 BC  536 BC 400 BC     200 BC       0

(Pentateuch) Judaism’s Bible “Torah” (Law)(Pentateuch) Judaism’s Bible “Torah” (Law)

UNITED KINGDOMUNITED KINGDOM

Taken captive by Assyria in 772 BCTaken captive by Assyria in 772 BC

Babylonian Exile & Jerusalem/Temple destroyedBabylonian Exile & Jerusalem/Temple destroyed

(The Prophets)(The Prophets)

(Poetry and Wisdom Literature)(Poetry and Wisdom Literature)

(Prophets & History) “Nebi’im” (Prophets)(Prophets & History) “Nebi’im” (Prophets)

(Poetry & Wisdom) “Kethubim” (Writings)(Poetry & Wisdom) “Kethubim” (Writings)
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You will note on the chart on the previous page that the “Canonization” period of Old Testament books 

begins around 400 BC and continues up to coming of Christ.  Actually, it continued up until about 90 

years before Christ’s birth.  Ezra is said to have begun the process which took about 300 years to 

complete.  Canonization is the process in which scriptures are carefully reviewed and investigated to 

insure they have proven origins and are worthy of belief.  It is safe to say that there were many other 

scriptures being used and attested to being original and of God, but only those books which were 

deemed authentic and worthy would end up becoming part of our Old Testament. 

Hebrew Old Testament 

The original scriptures of the Old Testament were written in Hebrew with a few in Aramaic.  Ultimately, 

the scriptures that would be included would form 24 books organized into 3 categories.  Many of the 

books in our Christian Old Testament Bible were originally combined in the Hebrew Old Testament.  

For example “Ezra-Nehemiah” were combined in the Hebrew Old Testament but we divide them into 2 

books.  The chart on the left below illustrates the basic breakdown of the books contained in the Hebrew 

Old Testament and their groupings. 

 Between 250 and 100 BC the Hebrew Scriptures were translated into Greek, which was the more 

common language of the time.  The Greek version of the Old Testament is called the Septuagint or by 

the Roman numerals LXX, which depicts the number 70.  The number is symbolic for the number of 

Jewish scholars who translated the Hebrew text.  In the Septuagint, the categories and arrangement of 

books were changed into a total of 53 books divided into 4 categories as noted in the chart below right. 

Hebrew Old Testament

(24 Books organized into 3 Categories)

Hebrew Old Testament

(24 Books organized into 3 Categories)

2. Prophets………...19 books divided into 3 groups:2. Prophets………...19 books divided into 3 groups:

1. Law…………….…5 books—Genesis to Deuteronomy1. Law…………….…5 books—Genesis to Deuteronomy

Former Prophets: Joshua; Judges; 1-2 Samuel; 1-2 KingsFormer Prophets: Joshua; Judges; 1-2 Samuel; 1-2 Kings

3. Writings………….11 books divided into 3 groups:3. Writings………….11 books divided into 3 groups:

Latter Prophets: Isaiah; Jeremiah; EzekielLatter Prophets: Isaiah; Jeremiah; Ezekiel

The Twelve: (12 Minor Prophets)The Twelve: (12 Minor Prophets)

Poetry: Psalms; Proverbs; JobPoetry: Psalms; Proverbs; Job

Rolls: Song of Songs; Ruth; Lamentations; Ecclesiastes; EstherRolls: Song of Songs; Ruth; Lamentations; Ecclesiastes; Esther

Others (History): Daniel; Ezra-Nehemiah; 1-2 ChroniclesOthers (History): Daniel; Ezra-Nehemiah; 1-2 Chronicles
  

Septuagint or LXX

(Greek Translation of the Hebrew Old Testament)

Septuagint or LXX

(Greek Translation of the Hebrew Old Testament)

Categories include: Law, History, Poetry & ProphecyCategories include: Law, History, Poetry & Prophecy

Name means “seventy” referring to the tradition 

that 70 or 72 Jewish scholars translated the text.

Name means “seventy” referring to the tradition 

that 70 or 72 Jewish scholars translated the text.

Translated in 250-100 BC by Jewish scholars in 

Alexandria, Egypt.

Translated in 250-100 BC by Jewish scholars in 

Alexandria, Egypt.

Contains 53 books, including seven Apocrypha 

(meaning “hidden”) books removed by Jewish 

elders from the Hebrew Old Testament in 90 AD.

Contains 53 books, including seven Apocrypha 

(meaning “hidden”) books removed by Jewish 

elders from the Hebrew Old Testament in 90 AD.
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Christian Old Testament

(39 Books organized into 5 Categories)

Hebrew OT content but similar to Septuagint Order

Christian Old Testament

(39 Books organized into 5 Categories)

Hebrew OT content but similar to Septuagint Order

2. History……….…..12 books—Joshua to Esther2. History……….…..12 books—Joshua to Esther

1. Law…………….…5 books—Genesis to Deuteronomy1. Law…………….…5 books—Genesis to Deuteronomy

3. Poetry……….……5 books—Job to Song of Solomon3. Poetry……….……5 books—Job to Song of Solomon

4. Major Prophets…5 books—Isaiah to Daniel4. Major Prophets…5 books—Isaiah to Daniel

5. Minor Prophets…12 books—Hosea to Malachi5. Minor Prophets…12 books—Hosea to Malachi

Christian Old Testament: 

The Christian Old Testament used 

today is translated primarily from the 

original Hebrew text, but the order 

and division of the books more 

closely resembles that of the Greek 

Septuagint.  We divide the same 

original scriptures into 39 books 

organized into 5 categories.  What is 

most important to remember is that 

this is the same text only organized 

in a different order.  The chart to the 

right shows the breakdown. 

New Testament: 

The New Testament includes the message of Christ’s coming, teachings, and the acts of Jesus’ followers 

and the early Church.  In the beginning, the “Gospel” (good news) was spread orally as disciples and 

followers of Christ shared the message of His coming.  “Epistles” (letters) were written by disciples in 

an effort to teach and aid the Christian communities (Churches) which were forming in various places.  

Most of the letters were written before the Gospels, even though that is not the arrangement of books in 

our New Testament.  The gospels were written as the original disciples began to be martyred (die as a 

result of their faith and witness for Jesus Christ).  It became recognized that an eyewitness account of 

the life, death and resurrection of Christ was needed for the teaching of those who would follow.  There 

is much dispute over who wrote the four gospels, that is, if they were written by the disciples who they 

are named for, or were written by others and attributed to these disciples.  Again, arguing over these 

points is meaningless and counterproductive because it is not important what man has done but what 

God has done.  God has looked over their writing and preserved them through the ages.  Original 

tradition attributes them to the apostles but many modern scholars dispute this.  I am not sure how those 

who lived much further from the event can dispute those who lived so near the origin or their writing.  

The charts on the next page depict the time in which the New Testament books were believed to have 

been written and their organizational order in our English Bible.  
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TIME LINETIME LINE

0   30 AD       100 AD                   200 AD    250 AD     300 AD               397 AD0   30 AD       100 AD                   200 AD    250 AD     300 AD               397 AD

Muratorian Canon

(Lacks: Hebrews, 3 John)

Muratorian Canon

(Lacks: Hebrews, 3 John)

Origen’s New Testament

(Lacks: Hebrews, James, 2 Peter, 2 & 3 John, Jude)

Origen’s New Testament

(Lacks: Hebrews, James, 2 Peter, 2 & 3 John, Jude)

Eusebius’ New Testament

(Lacks: Hebrews, James, 2 & 3 John, Jude, Revelation)

Eusebius’ New Testament

(Lacks: Hebrews, James, 2 & 3 John, Jude, Revelation)

New 

Testament

Fixed by the 

Council of 

Carthage

New 

Testament

Fixed by the 

Council of 

Carthage

1, 2 Thessalonians, Galatians1, 2 Thessalonians, Galatians

HebrewsHebrews

1, 2 Corinthians, Romans1, 2 Corinthians, Romans

1, 2 Timothy, Titus; 1, 2 Peter1, 2 Timothy, Titus; 1, 2 Peter

MarkMark

JamesJames

Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians, PhilemonEphesians, Philippians, Colossians, Philemon

MatthewMatthew

Luke, Acts, JudeLuke, Acts, Jude

John, Revelation, Epistles of JohnJohn, Revelation, Epistles of John

  

Greek New Testament

(27 Books organized into 5 Categories)

Greek New Testament

(27 Books organized into 5 Categories)

2. History:  1 book—Acts2. History:  1 book—Acts

1. Gospels:  4 books--Matthew, Mark, Luke & John1. Gospels:  4 books--Matthew, Mark, Luke & John

3. Letter of Paul:  13 books—Romans to Philemon3. Letter of Paul:  13 books—Romans to Philemon

4. General Letters:  8 books—Hebrews to Jude4. General Letters:  8 books—Hebrews to Jude

5. Prophecy:  1 book—Revelation5. Prophecy:  1 book—Revelation

 

How was the content selected? 

The selection of the various scriptures and books of the Bible were not arbitrary or by chance.  The 

entire process was very deliberate and controlled by men led by the Holy Spirit of God.  In the case of 

the Hebrew Old Testament scriptures it is said that Ezra began the process with a council of 120 Jewish 

scholars.  They strived to only include that which was evidenced to be divinely inspired and could be 

traced to its origin writers.  In the case of the New Testament scriptures, in the beginning, only those 

scriptures that were proven to promote and grow the faith were used.  Early Church Fathers only 

recommended the reading of scriptures that have proven to “bear fruit” for God.  Jesus Himself set this 

as an example of how to know what is good from what is bad (Matthew 7:17-20).  There were many 

false teachings that originated after Jesus’ death and resurrection.  Satan quickly moved to confuse and 

twist the truth witnessed from the Cross.  Ultimately, a series of Church Councils were established to 

examine and determine what was true and what was false.  This process was led by the Holy Spirit. 

Hebrew Old Testament:  

Council of 120 men led by Ezra began process which 

took over 300 years.

Hebrew Old Testament:  

Council of 120 men led by Ezra began process which 

took over 300 years.

Canonization of the Bible

(Canon means “measuring rod” or “rule”)

Canonization of the Bible

(Canon means “measuring rod” or “rule”)

Canonizers basis for inclusion: 

“Is it divinely inspired?”

“Was it written by a prophet/spokesman for God?”

“Can it be traced back to the time, place and

original writer?”

Canonizers basis for inclusion: 

“Is it divinely inspired?”

“Was it written by a prophet/spokesman for God?”

“Can it be traced back to the time, place and

original writer?”

  

Greek New Testament:  

Only the texts that were proven to promote and grow 

faith and used by majority were initially adopted.

Greek New Testament:  

Only the texts that were proven to promote and grow 

faith and used by majority were initially adopted.

Early Church Fathers examined and recommended 

only texts which could be verified as genuine and 

proven to be effective for teaching the faith.

Early Church Fathers examined and recommended 

only texts which could be verified as genuine and 

proven to be effective for teaching the faith.

Ultimately, a series of ecclesiastical Church Councils 

would examine, debate and finally adopt the 

books of Scripture we use today.

Ultimately, a series of ecclesiastical Church Councils 

would examine, debate and finally adopt the 

books of Scripture we use today.
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Bible manuscripts and their accuracy: 

None of the original manuscripts remain today.  They have long since deteriorated into dust.  We do 

have some very old copies, perhaps some of the oldest include the “Dead Sea Scrolls,” 972 Old 

Testament texts found in caves between 1947 and 1956, and dating back to the time of Christ.  The 

oldest manuscript pieces we have from the New Testament date back to 45 to 110 AD.  Original 

manuscripts were written on clay, stone or leather.  Later materials would include Papyrus, vellum and 

parchment.  Manuscripts were carefully copied to insure accuracy.  Jewish scholars would count the 

words and sometimes even the individual letters to insure the original and copies were exactly the same.  

What is utterly amazing is that the various books of the Bible were copied, and then distributed to other 

places where they were copied again, and again and again, but yet even with hundreds of generations of 

copies, all the manuscripts from all collected from all over the world today are essentially the same.  

Only God could preserve the accuracy of His book in such a miraculous way.  The Bible is far more 

accurate than any other book that has ever been passed down through history. 

• Old Testament manuscripts were written on stone, 

clay and most frequently on leather scrolls.

• Old Testament manuscripts were written on stone, 

clay and most frequently on leather scrolls.

Bible ManuscriptsBible Manuscripts

• New Testament manuscripts were first written on 

Papyrus (a plant that can be cut into strips and 

pressed into sheets).

• New Testament manuscripts were first written on 

Papyrus (a plant that can be cut into strips and 

pressed into sheets).

• Later, fine quality animal skins from calves or 

antelope (vellum) and sheep or goats (parchment) 

were used for over 1000 years to make copies of 

the Bible from 300-1400 AD.

• Later, fine quality animal skins from calves or 

antelope (vellum) and sheep or goats (parchment) 

were used for over 1000 years to make copies of 

the Bible from 300-1400 AD.
  

• Extreme efforts have been made to accurately 

copy manuscripts.  The Jewish Masoretes used a 

meticulous system of counting words.

• Extreme efforts have been made to accurately 

copy manuscripts.  The Jewish Masoretes used a 

meticulous system of counting words.

Accuracy of ManuscriptsAccuracy of Manuscripts

• 13,000 manuscript copies of all or part of the New 

Testament, over 1700 of all or part of the Hebrew 

Old Testament, and 350 of the Greek Septuagint 

survive.   Scholars comparing these manuscripts 

have found them to be consistent within a fraction 

of a percent to each other, verifying accuracy.

• 13,000 manuscript copies of all or part of the New 

Testament, over 1700 of all or part of the Hebrew 

Old Testament, and 350 of the Greek Septuagint 

survive.   Scholars comparing these manuscripts 

have found them to be consistent within a fraction 

of a percent to each other, verifying accuracy.

 

Bible Translations: 

The original scriptures of the Bible were Hebrew (Old Testament) and Greek (New Testament).  Few 

clergy were versed in both Hebrew and Greek so Jerome, over a period of 20 years, translated the 

original Hebrew and Greek into Latin, which was the common language of the church of his time.  His 

work would be called “The Latin Vulgate” and was the basic Bible of the church for 1,000 years.  Over 

time the scriptures of the Bible in part or entirety would be translated into other languages.  The first 

translation into English was written in 1382 by John Wycliffe who wanted a Bible the common people 

could read.  Later, in 1611, the King James Version was translated by a team of 54 scholars working in 6 

separate groups to insure accuracy.  It was translated primarily from the Hebrew and Greek, but a few 
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portions were translated from the Latin Vulgate.  Many English versions of the Bible have been 

translated since the King James Version.  Many are more accurate translations from the original Hebrew 

and Greek.  The original scriptures must continue to be reviewed and retranslated into the language of 

the “common people” because our language is continually subject to change over time. 

God speaks through Scripture: (Examples of God’s Word being recorded in Scripture) 

 “And Moses wrote down all the words of the Lord.” (Exodus 24:4a) 

 “And the tablets were God’s work, and the writing was God’s writing engraved on the tables.” 

(Exodus 32:16) 

 “And Moses recorded their starting places according to their journeys by the command of the 

Lord…” (Numbers 33:2a) 

 “And Joshua wrote these words in the book of the law of God;…” (Joshua 24:26a) 

 “Then Samuel told the people the ordinance of the kingdom, and wrote them in the book and 

placed it before the Lord…” (1 Samuel 10:25a) 

 “Take a scroll and write on it all the words which I have spoken to you concerning Israel, and 

concerning Judah, and concerning all the nations, from the day I first spoke to you, from the days of 

Josiah, even to this day.” (Jeremiah 36:2) 

Jesus’ affirmation of truth in Scriptures: 

 “These are My words which I spoke to you while I was still with you, that all things which are 

written about Me in the Law of Moses and the Prophets and the Psalms must be fulfilled.” (Luke 

24:44) 

Need for Holy Spirit to interpret: 

 “These things I have spoken to you, while abiding with you, but the Helper, the Holy Spirit, 

whom the Father will send in My name, He will teach you all things, and bring to your remembrance 

all that I said to you.” (John 14:25-26) 


